
St Johns Church In-Person Re-Gathering Plan
February 1, 2021

This is a plan for in-person Sunday morning service gatherings for: St Johns Church, 8044 N Richmond Ave. Portland, OR 97203.
The leadership of St Johns Church is proposing bringing back in-person gatherings beginning on February 21, 2021. This is
assuming we do not see a significant spike in Covid cases or hospitalizations between now and then.

Both St Johns Wesleyan Church and St Johns Christian Church have not had in-person services since the beginning of March 2020.
Pastor’s David Libby and Josh Hawk decided to collaborate and for the months of March 2020 through October 2020 they worked
together with the rest of the church leadership to provide weekly pre-recorded services which were primarily streamed on Facebook.
In October 2020 both churches voted to merge into a new St Johns Church. The hope and initial plan was to begin having limited
capacity in-person services beginning on November 29, 2021. However, due to significantly increased Covid-19 cases that lead to a
statewide “pause” this plan was pushed back. The leadership did however decide to move to a live-streaming service through YouTube
and has been operating this way since then.

Throughout this past year the safety of our congregation(s) and our community has been of greatest concern and we have seen the
church continue to bring hope and healing to those who need it. And as we look to the future and begin plans for in-person services
again this continues to be of greatest importance. The health and safety of our congregation and community has been and continues
to be at the forefront of our mind. Because of this we continue to encourage everyone who is able to participate in our services
virtually either by tuning in to our live-stream or by watching online at a later time. However, we also recognize that there is a
spiritual void and need some have that the virtual service is not meeting. We believe that by following the guidelines outlined by our
state we can provide limited capacity in-person gatherings.

Oregon Health Authority (OHA) Guidelines

OHA has put out guidelines and recommendations for faith communities that we have considered and will be used as resources for
this plan. The first one is the Sector Risk Level Guidance Chart and can be found online at https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/
DHSForms/Served/le3461.pdf. It has a current effective date of December 18, 2020. The second one is Sector Guidance - Faith
Institutions, Funeral Homes, Mortuaries and Cemeteries and can be found online at https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/
DHSForms/Served/le3465.pdf. It also has a current effective date of December 18, 2020.

As of January 26, 2021, Multnomah County continues to be in the “Extreme Risk” level and the models have us staying in this risk
level until we see a substantial decrease in Covid-19 cases. In this risk level OHA strongly recommends the following for Faith
Institutions:

• Indoor Capacity:Maximum 25% occupancy or 100 people total, whichever is smaller
• Outdoor Capacity:150 people maximum
• Recommended: limit services to one hour
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In OHA’s Sector Guidance for Faith Communities the following compliance is required:

GENERAL
• Comply with the Statewide Mask, Face Covering, Face Shield Guidance.
• Comply with the Eating and Drinking Establishments Guidance for the designated risk level of the county in which the faith

institution, funeral home, mortuary and cemetery is located, if applicable.
• For extreme risk counties [this would include Multnomah County] prohibit on-site consumption of food or drinks unless integral

to a religious service.

DISTANCE and OCCUPANCY
• Limit maximum capacity based on the designated risk level of the county in which the faith institution is located.
• Maintain physical distance of at least six (6) feet between people, except that members of the same household can be within six

(6) feet of each other.
• Determine seating and or configuration to comply with all physical distancing requirements.
• Assign a physical distancing monitor to ensure compliance with all distancing requirements, including at entrances, exits,

restrooms and any other area where people may meet or crowd.
• Do not combine households or allow shared seating for individuals not in the same households.
• Remove or restrict seating or standing areas to facilitate the requirement of at least six (6) feet of physical distance between

households.
• Prohibit people in different households from meeting/crowding in any area of the facility, both indoor and outdoor, including in

parking lots.

CLEANING and DISINFECTING
• Thoroughly clean all areas of gathering space prior to reopening after any extended closure.
• Thoroughly clean the gathering space between events according to the cleaning and disinfection requirements.
• Use disinfectants that are included on the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approved list for the coronavirus SARS-CoV-2

virus.
• Assign a sanitation attendant or attendants to frequently clean and disinfect work areas, high-traffic areas, and commonly touched

surfaces in areas accessed by workers and attendees/participants.
• Assign a sanitation attendant or attendants to clean restrooms hourly during the event, and ensure adequate sanitary supplies (e.g.,

soap, toilet paper, 60-95% alcohol-content hand sanitizer) during all events.

ADDITIONALRECOMMENDATIONS
• Consider live-streaming the performance to attendees to limit the size of in-person gatherings.
• When singing or playing instruments, consider moving the performance outdoors.
• When playing brass and wind instruments, consider moving the performance outdoors and consider covering the instruments to

keep droplets from spreading when using the instrument.
• Consider using amplifiers or other sound enhancing equipment to reduce the need to yell or increase the volume of the

performers’ voices.
• Consider increasing physical distancing greater than six (6) feet apart between individuals outdoors.

St Johns Church Plan

With the space we have available at the church and with these guidelines from OHAwe believe we can safely begin to have limited
capacity in-person gatherings. We have tried to err on the side of caution and as we begin to gather in-person we will continue to move
forward with extreme caution. Again, the health and safety of our congregation and our community is of greatest concern as well
as the care and concern for our front line workers as we have a number of them in our congregation. If Covid cases or
hospitalizations begin to significantly escalate again we will likely revert to online services only.



GENERAL
• Online registration and sign up will be required for everyone wanting to attend
• Signage will be posted clearly visible as people enter the building

• “Masks are required”
• “Social distancing is required”
• “If you have or have had any of the following (Covid symptoms) you may not enter the building”

• Disposable masks will be available
• No food or drink (doughnuts or coffee) will be served as long as we are in the “extreme risk” level.

DISTANCE and OCCUPANCY
• The current maximum occupancy for our sanctuary is around 300. With the maximum 25% occupancy or 100 people total

(whichever is smaller) guidelines we would be able to have a maximum occupancy of 75
• Because we still want to err on the side of caution we will initially limit our total gathering of individuals (including staff and

volunteers) to 50 people in the building at one time. This will likely be our maximum occupancy as long as we continue to remain
in the “extreme risk” level.

• People not from the same household will be required to maintain six (6) feet distance from each other at all times - we believe
that because we as a society have operated in public spaces in this way for some time that it will not be a shock for our members
to adhere to.

• Chairs will be set up to maintain a proper safe distance
• We will have an individual assigned to the foyer/hallway to monitor and ensure compliance regarding distancing and masks
• We will also have an individual stationed in the sanctuary who will monitor and ensure compliance regarding distancing and

masks.

CLEANING and DISINFECTING
• We will thoroughly clean all areas of gathering space prior to reopening, between events if we end up having multiple services,

and after service.
• The individual assigned to monitor and ensure distancing compliance will also be assigned to frequently clean and disinfect work

areas, high-traffic areas, and commonly touched surfaces in areas accessed by workers and attendees/participants.
• We will have free standing contactless hand sanitizer stations located in the foyer, sanctuary, and hallway by the restrooms

ADDITIONALELEMENTS
• Children will be expected to comply with the distancing and mask wearing as well. They will also be required to sit with their

families. We will not have separate children’s activities during our service, but there will be some activities for the children to do
while sitting with their families.

• Communion will be available for those who wish to do so. They will be in little communion snack packs and people will be asked
to remain in their seats while they take communion and will be instructed to take it at any point during the closing songs to avoid
everyone taking it at the same time.

• Our service time will be limited to one hour
• There will be live music, but only amplified instruments with limited singers and no wind or brass instruments. All musicians will

be required to wear a mask.
• The individual delivering the sermon will be required to wear a mask
• People will be encouraged to give financially through our online giving portal. Those who prefer to give with check or cash may

do so by placing their donation in an offering box rather than having offering plates passed.


